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On behalf of the Japan-
Manchester Club, I heartily
welcome you.

These days I feel the
distance between Manchester
and Japan is shortened so
much. It is Dbecause very
fortunately I could welcome
two British friends one after
another at my home within
this month, October, both of
whom are intimately connected
with Manchester. One of them
is Mr.Alex Robertson, who
exerted himself at the
foundation of the Greater
Centre for Japanese Studies.

I myself, having stayed in
Manchester for two month,
came back to Japan less than
a month earlier than your
arrival here. So, my soul is

still wandering between
Manchester and Japan. Such a
condition, in a way, is

suitable to considering the
difference between those two
countries.

When I was
i.e.,immediately after the
end of the War, quite many
Japanese tended to regard the
British society as an ideally
modernized one, where such a
pre-modern mental attitude as
paternalism, which had been
regarded in Japan as a relics
of the feudal moral, should
have been faded away more
than three hundred years ago.
They thought it should have
been replaced by the mental
attitude of the civil society
which used to be called "the
spirit of +the fair play"
among the Japanese social
scientists.

Since the 1960s, on the
contrary, the other view of
the British society was
coming up among another group
of the Japanese people. They
regarded Britain an old and
declining society suffering
from the "English disease".
They often said boastfully
that they had nothing to
learn in that country any

more.
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Needless to say both are
one-side views.

When I read business diaries
or something 1like that in
British libraries, I
sometimes come across facts
which prove the existence of
paternalism even in the 20th
century.

As for the latter, it seems
unnecessary to say any more.
Now, Japan looks like
suffering from a Japanese
counterpart of the English
disease. They, therefore, in
the end, confused one aspect
of the 1life cycle of the

industrial society with a
disease of the special
country.

Anyway, it takes more time
to understand a foreign
country than one morning or
one evening. All members of
the Japan-Manchester Club, I
hope, contribute to deepening
the mutual understanding
between Britain and Japan
much more, especially as a
result of developing it into
the Greater Manchester Club.

BROKSE BEX/LLE R
(The Greater Manchester Club f{%)

"Kanban" made of Kiso-Hinoki
A Gift from the Greater
Manchester Club to the
Greater Manchester Centre for
Japanese Studies

This is a signboard(kanban)
of very traditional Japanese
style. Its board is made by

Mr.Kikuo Okano of Kamata
Sawmill, Tokyo, and the
letters written by

Mr.Masatomo Hoshino who is
the formal writing specialist
of Keio University.

The style of the
letters(kanji) is called
"Kaisho" which is the most
formal among the three major
styles. The letters are
written in Sumi which is a
traditional Japanese ink, a
solution of candle carbon.

The letters written in it
will stay at the same level
as were written while the
other areas will get thinner
by rain when the signboard is
hung outside a building.
Therefore, after decades, the
letters will look as if they
are embossed.

The board is made of Kiso-
Hinoki which is the most
valuable wood in Japan. It is
regarded as the best wood.
For example, Izumo Shrine is
made of Hinoki because it is
the house of the God of
Japan. Among many places for
Hinoki plant in Japan, Kiso
is known as the best place of
Hinoki wood production.

This board is taken from a
tree of twenty inches
diameter which has been well
seasoned by storing it for
twenty vyvears after the cut
down in order to prevent it
from bending. The original
tree was more than five
hundred years old. Its age
can be calculated by counting
the stripes on the top edge
and extrapolating them up to
its original diameter. One
stripe grows every year. Its
yellow-pink colour indicates
that the board was taken just
off the tree, the most
precious part of Hinoki tree.

The Greater Manchester Club
gives herewith this signboard
to Greater Manchester Centre
for Japanese Studies hoping
thicker relationship between
the two organisations. It has

been produced by the
enthusiastic efforts of two
members of the club,

Professor Kenzo Kobayashi and
Dr.Katsura Kawakami. Although
it will grow slightly darker
year by vyear, the original
beautiful colour will reveal
again when it is planed. The
Greater Manchester Club is
willing to plane and remake
it in the next century and
also in the century after
that.

28th October 1994
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SRIAN ROBSON (left), pro vice chancellor of the University of

Manchester, and Nige! Campbell (second from left), director of

the Greater Manchester Center for

Japanese Studies, receive

@ name board at an inauguration ceremony Friday from Hiro-

shi Matsumoto {right), senior executive director of the Interna-

tional House of Japan and the first chairman of the Japanese
alumni assoclation of universities in the Greater Manchester

area.

YOBHIAKI MIURA PHOTO

Greater Manchester club
set to help grad networking

Japanese graduates of five
universilies in the Greater
Manchester area in Britain
formed an association Friday
in Tokyo to promote relations
between Manchester and Ja-
pan.

The Greater Manchester
| Club was established to
| strengthen the network of
| graduates of five institutions
| In Manchester and to support

the Greater Manchester Cen- |
ter for Japanese Studies,
which opened in 1989 as 3
joint project of the five uni- ,
versities at the University of
Manchester.

The center was established
to help engineers, scientists
and businessmen strengthen
and develop their relation. |
ships with their counterparts |

in Japan.
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The Greater-Manchester Club Annual Meeting

The Greater Manchester Club, originally founded in 1987 by'a
former Research Fellow at UMIST, Professor T. Kunoh of Keio
University, is for those 400 or so Japanese who have stud‘ies or
worked in Manchester or Salford. The Club's Annual Dinner,
which took place in Tokyo this October was attended by around 80

| members travelling from as far as Osaka and Manchester.

Members of the Manchester Delegation trying on the club tie

UMIST, whose alumni make up nearly one half of the Club, was
represented at the meeting by Professor D. E. Winterbone of the
Mechanical Engineering Department and Mr C. Rowland, UMIST
VENTURES Ltd. The Manchester delegation was delighted to
receive a kanban (nameboard) from the Club's first President Mr,
H. Matsumoto, of International House. Tokyo. To help encourage
the Manchester-Japan relationship, the Club offers practical advice
and guidance to Japanese who are considering living in or visiting
Manchester.



MAINSTREAM (Issue No.18,Spring 1995) ODIB#ELE

Greater Manchester Club Japan

Professor Desmond Winterbone attended the Inaugural
Dinner of the Greater Manchester Club, which was held at
the International House in Tokyo recently. He was a
member of a small delegation from the Greater Manchester
Centre for Japanese Studies which included Professor
Brian Robson, Chairman, from the University of
Manchester and Dr Nigel Campbell, Director, from
Manchester Business School.

The Greater Manchester Club has grown out of the
Japan-Manchester Club, which was founded in 1987, and
which was an Alumni Association for graduates from
UMIST and the University of Manchester. The New Club,
which has a potential membership of over 400, will also
include graduates from Salford and Manchester

workers, and visiting Professors attended the dinner where
Metropolitan Universities and other Manchester associates.  old acquaintances were renewed and new ones made. During

The dinner was attended by about 90 people, and the dinner Professor Winterbone presented Mr. Matsumoto,
UMIST was well represented by Mr Clive Rowland (UMIST  the Chairman of the Greater Manchester Club, with a painting
Ventures LTD) and Professor Bob Young (Manchester of Albert Square on behalf of the delegation. The group was
Materials Science Centre) who was in Japan attending a then presented with a Kanban (name plate) painted on
conference. Many UMIST graduates, post-doctoral research 500 year old wood.
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Manchester, wonderful
ASBEABER ALFE—ER

How glad I was to find Nigel
near the reception desk, when
I entered the International
House! It was nearly two
years ago when I met him
last. I clearly remember the
time of painful parting at
Crewe station after fantastic
stay at his home for a week.
The days spent in Manchester,

including visit to the
classroom at the Greater
Manchester Centre for

Japanese Studies, is still
vivid in my memory.

I flew all the way from
Kagoshima to see Nigel and to
attend the inauguration
ceremony of The Greater
Manchester Club, where I had
a wonderful and as enjoyable
evening, talking with people
who were deeply connectect
with Manchester.

I hope with all my heart
that this Club will be more
prosperous in future and
helpful to promote closer
relations between Manchester
and Japan.

[The Greater Manchester Club]
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Dear Lord Flowers,

On the great occasion of
your installation as
Chancellor of the Victoria

University of Manchester, we
count it as a great personal

as well as collective
privilege to send our
heartfelt greetings of

welcome to your Lordship.

We, all the members of the
Greater Manchester Club of
Japan, are very proud of
being Manchurians thinking
today what Londoners will
think tomorrow, belatedly. We
are all with you in spirit

today, no matter how far
between, and wish you every
line of success, prosperity

and good health in the months
and years ahead.

We will support
University for all
activities in Japan.
Very respectfully yours,

the
her
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Dear Mr. Matsumoto

Thank you so much for your
letter of good wishes upon my
installation as Chancellor of
the University of Manchester.
I have been much encouraged
by all the messages I have
received, and by the evident
support which the University
clearly commands in the
community.

My wife and I have visited
Japan several times and have
enjoyed our visits greatly.
Please convey my grateful
appreciation of your kind
message to your colleagues in
the Greater Manchester Club
of Japan.

Yours sincerely,
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