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It is both a great privilege and pleasure for me to be able to offer a message of greeting at
the Higher Education Science and Technology Forum.

I would like to begin by extending a warm welcome to all of the many researchers
attending this Forum, and by expressing my congratlations to you upon its successful
commencement.

The long association between Japan and the cities of Manchester and Liverpool in
England’s Northwest Region began with the Satsuma Mission of 1865 and the Iwakura
Mission of 1872, both of which served to pave the way for the transfer of technology and
the opening of relationships between universities in Japan and England’s Northwest Region.

As we usher in the twentyfirst century, new chapters are being scripted in the special
relationship shared by Japan and Great Britain. In the economic sphere, Japanese investment
in the UK is larger than that in any other EU country. In the area of scientific cooperation,
recent years have seen a significant increase in joint research and development between our
two countries. Nearly 180 joint projects are already underway in such fields as computer
science, environmental science and biological science, and this trend is certain to grow.

The Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture is delighted to endorse this HEST
Forum- a well-timed, deeply significant event being conducted in the spirit of the highly
successful Osaka-Manchester Forum held in September 1997.

Here in Japan, universities are making the transitions necessary to stay abreast of the
dynamic changes occurring in the global economy. Advances in technological innovation will
encourage the Japanese academic and industrial sectors to seek out new and stronger
alliances. If Japanese and British universities are to deal successfully with new challenges
ahead, it is imperative that they also forge closer relationships. This is the very keynote of
HEST Forum °98. It is our sincere hope that your individual endeavors in this regard will
meet with every success.

Finally, I would like to pay my highest respects to the Greater Manchester Center for
Japanese Studies and to all of the others who have worked 50 diligently in the planning and
organizing of this Forum’s outstanding program. It is my hope that the discussions held at
this forum will contribute to an understanding of the challenges we face and to the
accomplishment of the objectives we set.

Akito ARIMA

Minister of Education, Sciencg, Sports and Culture
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