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Scholars call for U.K.-Kansai ties

KOBE — Closer cooperalion
in education, especially in re-
search and development
[ields, between the Kansai rre-
gion and Grealer Manches-
ler, England, was called (or
during a forum held here Sat-
urday with the participation
of team of top university
scholars from northwesl Eng-
land.

Professor Martin Harris,
vice chancellor of Manches-
ler University, said thal uni-
versities in Grealer Manches-
ter and Lhe Kansai region
should develop programs lo
exchange students.

Harris, leader of the visit-
ing scholars’ team to the re-

gion, also stressed the impor-
tance of eslablishing the links
between academic research-
es and commercial opportuni-
ties as universilies and busi-
nesses need each olher.

The 17-member delegation
was on their first organized
visit to the Kansai region to
atlend the Higher Education
Sciecnce and Technology
(HEST) Forum, a project
Lhat aims to develop new stra-
tegic alliances between uni-
versilies in northwest Eng-
land and Japan.

The project, spousored by
the Greater Manchester Cen-
ter for Japanese Studies
(GMCJS), also intends to es-

tablish new collaboralive
partnerships in high-tech sec-
tors with Japanese universi-
ties, R&D inslitutes and sci-
ence cities.

Geolfrey Broad, director of
the GMCJS, said that Greater
Manchester and Kansai has
had a longtime industrial re-
lalions since the days of the
so-called Iwakura Mission of
1872.

After 125 years, the first
Osaka Manchester Forum
was held lasl year in Man-
chester with more than 70
business people [rom the Kan-
sai region in cooperation with
the Osaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.




